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Paata Sharashenidze
The Russian-Georgian War of 2008: The Aims of Russia and
Consequences
Abstract

The search for answers about the reasons and goals of the recognition
of Abkhazia and South Ossetia sheds light on many issues in Russian-
Georgian relations and the events of the August 2008 war. This recognition
itself is directly related to the August 2008 Georgian-Russian war, which had
the character of terror and intimidation, which is part of the so-called
“madman theory” strategy. After the invasion of the Russian army, the
Georgian military offered short but strong resistance to the enemy. The
government also called on the population to resist, and when the Russian
military convoy headed towards Thbilisi, the President of Georgia decided to
defend the capital. It was the resistance of the Georgian side and the support
of the US and European countries that ensured that Georgia preserved both
its own government and its sovereignty. Russia's intended goal of this war -
to oust or replace the Georgian government - was not achieved. Russia then
decided to recognize Abkhazia and South Ossetia, having concealed its
intentions in the August 2008 war and declared itself the victor.

Keywords: Russo-Georgian War, August War, 2008, Madman Theory,

Abkhazia, South Ossetia, Kosovo, Bucharest Summit.
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