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Nino Maisuradze
The Politics of the European Union toward Georgia: Historical
Perspective and Crucial Issues
Abstract

Today, the FEuropean Union (EU) stands as the premier
international actor in Europe, often regarded as the primary guarantor of
security on the continent. In light of the ongoing Russia-Ukraine conflict,
the EU's role as a peacemaker is increasingly prominent. The years 1991-
1992 should be considered the beginning of the relationship between the
European Union and Georgia because, immediately after Georgia's
independence, efforts to establish relations with the European Union
were clear, as evidenced by the European Union's financial and
humanitarian assistance.

From the outset, the partnership and collaboration agreement
signed in Luxembourg in 1996 between the European Union and Georgia
holds particular significance, as it led to the establishment of cooperation
institutions aimed at developing relations. In 2014, Georgia and the
European Union entered into an Association Agreement, which
superseded the 1996 "Agreement on Partnership and Cooperation." The
relationship further deepened with the signing of the 2014 association
agreement, which was based on the parties' partnership and mutual
assistance potential. Notably, the agreement established a deep and
comprehensive trading area with the European Union (Deep and
Comprehensive Free Trade Area, or DCFTA), granting Georgian-
produced goods and services access to the European Union market. This
aspect proved pivotal for Georgia's economic development. Additionally,
the agreement covered a wide range of cooperation areas, including
politics and social issues, making it a comprehensive framework for
collaboration.

Throughout the August war between Russia and Georgia, the

European Union served as the primary diplomatic mediator. A pivotal
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moment in Georgia-EU relations occurred in 2023 when Georgia was
accepted as a candidate for EU membership. While Georgia officially
obtained candidate status on December 14, the European Commission
had recommended granting this status on November 8, contingent upon
Georgia taking progressive steps in nine specific areas. An important
addition of 2023 to the recommendations of 2022 was the inclusion of
new points, such as a commitment to combat disinformation and foreign
information manipulation concerning the EU and its values. In 2024, EU-
Georgia relations entered a challenging phase, which culminated at the
end of the year with the Georgian side's decision to postpone EU
accession negotiations until 2028.

The study aims to examine the key aspects of the EU-Georgia
relationship in chronological order and to analyze the factors that may be
an obstacle to the strengthening of this relationship. It adopts a
qualitative approach, utilizing document analysis. Based on secondary
sources, the research evaluates the European Union's policy towards
Georgia.

Keywords: EU, Georgia, foreign policy, candidate status.
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