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Malkhaz Matsaberidze
Erich Obst on the Rebellion of 1924 and Geopolitics of Georgia

the paper analysis the works of German geographer and
geopolitician, Erich Obst (1886-1981), written on political affairs of
Georgia. He travelled to Georgia in the Autumn of 1924 and witnessed
the local situation after the rebellion. In December of the same year he
published article in the ,Journal of Geopolitics“ under the title: ,Georgia
— A Geopolitical Study.“ Besides, in 1925 he published ,The Russian
Sketches®, with several chapters also dedicated to Georgia.

Erich Obst is a Western scholar, who revealed the truth on Georgia
under its Soviet occupation. His article was an importnt support to the
Georgian political emigration groups. This is attested by the fact that after
40 years, in 1964, his article was transltaed into Georgian language and
was published in the immigrant journal ,Kavkasioni.“ Besides, the
Georgian emigree groups paid special attention to those-times emerging
discipline — geopolitics. Viktor Nozadze (1893-1975) applied methods of
geopolitics in his several works, among them the most notorious one is
»For the Geopolitics of Caucasus (A Struggle for Oil),” published in 1930.

the work of Erich Obst, published in 1924, is widely known among
the Georgian scientific literature. Its translation of 1964 was published
several times since 1980s, although his biography is less known, so as
some of his other major essays on Georgia. The presented article aims to
fill in this gap and it addresses various chapters dedicated to Georgia,
which are included in his book published in 1925. The study also reveals
the significance of works of Erich Obst in the formation of the Georgian
geopolitical school.

the main method of the research is content analysis, addressing the
works of Erich Obst, supplemnted by the method of biographycal

analysis.
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The paper uncovers scientific work of Erich Obst. He is one of the
repsentatives of the German geopoltiical school, but it should be stressed
that he did not serve the interests of the Nazi Germany. Reflection of his
works reveals that during his scientific activities he never came back to
the topic of Georgia after 1924-1925. Although, through his two works
published during these times, he made a significant contribution to
uncovering the truth on Georgia under the Soviet occupation. The
presented factual materials and elaborated conclusion could be used for
the study of the Soviet history of Georgia, and that of the 1924 post-
rebellion period. It also adds to the study of the formation of the Georgian
geopolitical school in the 1920s and the 1930s.

Keywords: Georgia, 1924 uprising, Erich Obst, Geopolitics.
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