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dbobErgmdol o Bsffodo. 3GM-EoLEZEMO/5BEH0-930M3Mwo 57~

OO0, Gedwgdog gdfiowse Foddnwyibowos FNWGHYOYLo Je-
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03go0Ls s LbzoLbgs sM5LdMIzMMBdM MMAB0B30gdol Loboo - Fob
§90mbfg396 LadFmms 39M0MmEOL  LodsOMZxWM-OHYLgmOL  0ob5TIMMI-
@MdOL FoR50MYOL 53509F0YMHO s JMWGHOHWIWO boLOSMOL A533¢Y-
0oL Lobom s Jdboob Fom dogH Lobgwdfogm 0bEgMgligdol s3goL 53-
090L bbgoolbgs MboL LsdFMmms LEHMIGMMYdTo (Fog. 1978 Farols gbol
396mb0, obEMMooL LobyErddM3s69wMmgdol bsMoEH03900 ©s 5.9.). 58 MEO
Bo653030Lgob goblbgsgzgdom, dglsdg Loxs®m 3mwmo@03MMmo bstsdogo,
36M30@0o HMyMO 3 6goGHMOWMM0 b56153H030, b 3Brt-JosBrmn o bsGro@o-
30, 5360030390L dom, 3063 BML 0gm HMLGMOL LodFMms O 30E-Lod-
F0ms 695000050 s H50350H ABsL F0dsMMI3s MLgmol Hobsswad-
©93 5 59(3)303390L, Brd JoBsbTg[imbogos dosblloMgdMwmo dmwodo-
0L Fo®Tommzs OHMLgmLs s ILZEIML FMOL  JoMoE-Oylvyeo
MOHO0IOOMIFIOL bMTo0Do300LmMZ0L s LodsMmM3gwML GHYMHoGMGO-
Mo 3OMdEgdgd0L Imbog35MmPOWS.

5. g3dns S JgBOVYEs: 56(BH0/30-930M3o Lok s 3tagro-
039900 bsM5E03900 30MHEYds M0 3MB3MgEHMWo 3d0L - 396GHMo-
@GO InGH030L - oMmdgam, MMIGELsE 4o9Bbos 39850y, G™Iwol
09839M000 b5M33H030 0b5MRMBIdL Mgerg356EMMBLL, 306506 Ol -
9943505 8090bstg dm3wqbgdolodo s SLsbogl dsom. FoMBsdgdvy-
@0 BORIOM 3MW0G03M0 BsME030, BodMOols s J39-BodEol dJm-
Bo33gmdol ybom, 06560hMbgdL dmdbowrmdsls, Moz dol boby®mdwog s6-
LgdMBSL  MBOMB3gYMRL. J39-850MEs YBOHMB3gwymgal bsMs@ozgol
396@®5wMMo dmEHo30L Imdbowrmdsl, MHmdgeog dgbs®bmbadmmos s6o
3¢ 9mbs@omwo 53dob dgdm@sbom Mgm0dol dmfobssmdgagms doge,
0539 09350 Mg:70d0L d0gMH F80m535HgdY0 sboro 53dol 99dzgmd-
om. J39-850Mws 0656BMBIBL boMo@oz0L ©obsdomMM™MdL. Loxstm 3m-
@0GH03MM0 bs6ro@GH030L 3003030 Fogzombgzs o bsMs@ogdo sGOLY-
090 S AIMBIBH0MwO Bo®EBH03900L 45:36mMmd0gMgdlL 0f393L. Bsdwo-
LS 9 939-890E0L YO0 YMHNT0TsMHMGdS [o®MmBmabgbl 3BH0MMOEEJOU,
3m@0EG030L 5 EgHboEH0390Ls S 3:ME0E030L sMhg3560L Tgliadergdem-
dgdL (Bacon, 2012, 3. 779-781), GmImadoi 3mbGHgdu@ols @s gaodgdol
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3mo@03Mmo  0bGgMgLbgdol dglsdsdols® 033w gd0sb. Lods@mggaml
39000b303580, 96¢)0/36:0-93M ™30 LHXIOM 30OEH03MM0 BsMoE039d0
MBOHMB39wYymx396 OHMId0m by3sL, 3307035HMY6 53ds3L F9dga0 Lgd-
3090000 Ps®lrgemol 35339000¢7980,“ ,, 005658900639 bodwysgos™ @s ,,bs-
b9633900 8cadsz3¢cmol Jmbol Jsblo, “ HGMAwgdoi OmLs s bogMigdo
1393083036005, BMINLOMGOME0s LoJoMMZgEMDY S WYBOM bgRdEHOO
9w9996@H 0L F0sfaml b LEZH 9B Bl BoMsEH0390L. dmgergby-
0oLy s BogBHadol FgmBgz0mo godmyqbgds Jabols LslmEgzge bggzsl
(Bacon, 2012, p. 772) 439-93501¢0b 33020 qd0L 2Hoo.

330935 0949bgdL 30639050 s JgMMmso gstrmgdol M30L9dM0-
30 565¢0Bol 990MEYOL s F0FsMmMO3L OLIMOL-OLEHMMOIE JoYM-
sl 33909050 3Mm0E03MH0 HgbwgbEogdol Mg3mbLEMmWzoobsmzol.
©0L3MOL-0LEHMMOMWwo JoEymds MYEg39bEMMHo TgmMmEos, 30bs0IL
ol §o®mdmoygbl ,00 0bxgm™Tsizool LoLEJIME® TmyMmzgdsLe s sbogr-
0BL, MMIYoE 35300091 os 3Mb3MgEHME FoOlvyer ImgEgboliorsh
5 803530l LafobsbffaMdg@yzguwrmeo dodobsmyg 3Mmglgdol sblbol
F9L0dEgdEMdsl 0danggs. (Connaway and Powell, 2010, p. 79); 3Gm3glby
®35¢0l 3036900l dgmmo, dobo JobgHBMmdMmO30 ©IL3Zbol Lsbom
(Bennett, 2010, 210) 259mygbgd+ye0s 33500 3M0GH03wM0 (Hgbgb-
(309%0L H93:mbLEBHMW300b5M30L; 58 Jobbom BsIOMI0 J0BsMMH3L dtewo-
3030L ™3MIgbEHJOOLS S 3mTGbEHIMYOOL TgMMmg SBseEobU. gl Lodvwy-
5¢0gdsly 0dergzs Lb3o@olbgs doAM3qd0 ©v)39380MHEIL JMmMTsbgml 9b6-
®06030 G9JuAHJOoL, EolZMMLOL 365gEH030L s EOLZMML dmgzagbgdol,
GHORMO0E5%  LOEoM-39mGYOEo  305JG035, bswobol aboom (see:
Norman, 1995).
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David Matsaberidze
Contrasting Images of the European Union in Georgia

The paper explores controversial representation of the European
Union in the Georgian political public sphere through the deconstruction of
public political narratives of the pro-Western and anti-Western/pro-Russian
political and societal forces in Georgia. The dis-information incursion and
propaganda of the Russian Federation in the societal landscape of Georgia —
soft power capabilities of Moscow — have become the primary tools of the
Kremlin to undermine the soft-power policy of the EU and the pro-
Western/pro-EU driven agenda in Georgia. The study reflects on the rotating
political discourses on the EU through narrative analysis and deconstructs
those metanarratives, which legitimize or undermine the pro-Western
foreign policy discourses in Georgia. The mutually exclusive metanarratives
build on shared cultural values (the pro-Western) and religious commonality
(the pro-Russian): the pro-Western — on the myth of Georgians as an ancient
European nation and on the 200 years-long Russian colonization, embedded
in symbolisms of “mental revolution” and “re-joining the European nations;”
the anti-EU — on the Orthodox unity and on a belief that balanced politics
between Russia and the West will restore country’s territorial integrity. This
fact contributes to the fragmentation of the political public sphere in Georgia
and makes it vulnerable to the external encroachments. The pro-Western
narrative evolves around liberal conceptions, which try to transform the
post-Soviet Georgian society through ‘mental revolution.” The political
discourse analysis — understanding and interpreting meanings — refers to
public speeches of elites and policy documents for deconstruction of
narrative structures provided by the pro-Western political elites, as their
causal explanations provide insights into the ambiguous and contradictory
representations of the West/EU in the Georgian political public sphere.

Keywords: European Union, Georgia, Russia, Foreign Policy,
Representation
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