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Rostom Lezhava

The Nagorno Kharabakh Conflict of 2020 — A Change in the Security
Arcitecture of the South Caucasus
Abstract

In 1999 after signing the Bishkek peace agreement between
Azerbaijan and Armenia, the active phase of the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict has finished that has brought significant stability to the South
Caucasus region.

Both sides of the conflict have chosen different pathways of
building the security architecture. Armenia has joined the Collective
Security Treaty Organization where Russia is the main guarantor of the
safety. At the same time on 20" of august 2010, Extended Defense Pact
was signed between Armenia and Russia that implies additional security
guaranties for Armenia in exchange of an increased Russian military
presence on Armenian soil.

What concerns to Azerbaijan, in 1999 it left the Collective Security
Treaty Organization alongside with Georgia. On 21th of December 2010,
The Parliament of Azerbaijan ratified the Agreement on Strategic
Partnership and Mutual Support signed between the Azerbaijan and the
Turkey - that has taken their military cooperation to the next level.

It is undoubtable fact that from 1994 until 2020, situation between
Azerbaijan and Armenia has deteriorated many times over the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict, but the security mechanisms of the Azerbaijan and
Armenia have never allowed the full-scale military escalation.

The best pattern for the aforementioned judgement is the 2016
Four Day War - that was never escalated into the full-scale conflict

regardless its unprecedented size and the nature.
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The article is dedicated to represent that 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict has dramatically changed the security architecture of the South

Caucasus Region.

Key Words: Security Architecture, Status Quo, Nagorno-Karabakh
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