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identobis markerebi Sua saukuneebis qarTuli naratiuli wyaroebis 

mixedviT  (istoriul-anTropologiuri analizi) 

 

Tanamedrove, globalur samyaroSi, kulturaTaSorisi komunikaciis 

procesSi sul ufro mniSvnelovani xdeba kulturuli da eTnikuri 

identobis problema anu adamianis mier ama Tu im kulturasa da 

eTnosTan sakuTari Tavis identificireba. Sesabamisad, identobis kvleva  

da misi arsis dazusteba erT-erTi yvelaze mniSvnelovani da aqtualuri 

problemaa socialur da humanitarul mecnierebebSi. termini  

eTnikuroba/eTnikuri identoba  dRes farTod gamoiyeneba da, zogad 

doneze, niSnavs adamianis mier romelime jgufisadmi sakuTari 

mikuTvnebulobis gacnobierebas, rac mas SesaZleblobas aZlevs 

gansazRvros sakuTari adgili sociokulturul sivrceSi da 

Tavisuflad moaxdinos orientacia garemomcvel samyaroSi, xolo, ufro 

konkretulad,  gamoiyeneba imisaTvis, rom aRweros adamianis TviTSegneba. 

sakiTxis sirTulis gamo, ar arsebobs mecnierTa erTsulovneba 

identobis fenomenis gansazRvraSi da xerxdeba mxolod calkeuli  

avtorebis azriT metad mniSvnelovani romeliRac markeris/markerebis 

gamovlena, Tumca SeiZleba gamoiyos niSanTa garkveulad stabiluri 

erToblioba, romelic mniSvnelovanwilad gansazRvravs eTnikuri 

identobis formirebas da, Sesabamisad, isini SeiZleba CavTvaloT 

eTnikurad. aseT maxasiaTeblebs ganekuTvneba:  



a) jgufis wevrebis mier koleqtiurad gaziarebuli warmodgena 

saerTo enaze, saerTo materialur da sulier kulturaze, saerTo 

teritoriul da istoriul warmoSobaze; 

b) politikurad Camoyalibebuli mosazreba samSobloze da 

gansakuTrebul institutebze, rogoric aris, magaliTad, 

saxelmwifoebrioba; 

g) gansxvavebulobis grZnoba, e. i. TviTSegneba imisa, rom 

miekuTvnebi mocemul jgufs  da amazea damokidebuli solidarobis 

forma da saerTo qmedebebi anu jgufis wevrebis mier Segnebuli 

mikuTvnebuloba am jgufisadmi da gansxvavebuloba danarCenebisgan. 

d) mniSvnelovan rols eTnikurobis gagebaSi TamaSobs socialuri 

da kulturuli sazRvrebis SeTavseba, Cveni da maTi warmodgenebi sxva 

jgufis arsebobis Sesaxeb. 

uxsovari droidan adamians sWirdeba mowesrigebul da 

organizebul samyaroSi cxovrebis gancda da bunebrivad midis sakuTari 

eTnosis droSi gamocdil Rirebulebebamde, romelic misTvis yvelaze 

ufro saimedo da gasagebia. Sedegad, Zlierdeba Sidajgufuri 

solidarobis da erTianobis gancda. swored amis meSveobiT adamiani Tavs 

grZnobs erTobis nawilad, romelsac SeuZlia mas misces RirebulebiTi 

orientirebi  samyaroSi. amisTvis ki man nebayoflobiT unda gaiziaros 

mocemul sazogadoebaSi moqmedi da gabatonebuli cnobierebis 

elementebi, gemovneba, Cveulebebi, zneobrivi normebi, faseulobaTa 

sistemebi da urTierTobis sxva  saSualebebi. swored jgufis socialuri 

cxovrebis wesis am normebis SeTviseba aZlevs adamianis cxovrebas  

mowesrigebul d prognozirebad xasiaTs.  

eTnikuroba an eTnikuri identoba,  mecnierTa mniSvnelovani 

nawilis azriT, sayovelTao da universaluri fenomenia, romelSic 

igulisxmeba sakuTari xalxis kulturis mimarT loialurobis 

gamoxatvis zogadsakacobrio forma, Tumca,  eTnikuri jgufebis 

maxasiaTeblebi ar SeiZleba daviyvanoT mxolod kulturuli 



maxasiaTeblebis jamamde. sxvagvarad rom vTqvaT, eTnikuroba - es aris 

kulturuli sxvaobebis socialuri organizaciis forma, romelic 

vlindeba  fundamenturi kavSirebiT sxva kulturebTan, socialur da 

politikur, maT Soris saxelmwifoebriv,  erTobebTan.  

Tanamedrove mecnierebaSi  met-naklebad gaziarebulad iTvleba  

eTnikurobis gamovlenis sami paradigma: 

• atribuciuli (eTnikuroba, rogorc jgufis Tviseba); 

• subieqtur-simboluri (eTnikuroba, rogorc eTnikuri identoba);  

• interaqciuli (eTnikuroba, rogorc jgufTaSorisi urTierToba). 

pirveli paradigmis mixedviT eTnikuroba ganixileba im kulturuli 

Tvisebebis gamovlenis aspeqtSi, romlebic erTobis formirebis  

safuZvels qmnian (ena, eTnonimi, istoriuli mexsiereba, materialuri 

kulturis Taviseburebani, ritualebi, qcevis modelebi da sxva).   

eTnikurobis gamovlenis subieqtur-simboluri forma ganixileba 

individis mier garkveuli (referentuli) jgufisadmi mikuTvnebulobis 

gancdis aspeqtSi. aseTi identoba yalibdeba warmoSobis, tradiciis, 

RirebulebaTa, kulturis TaobaTaSorisi memkvidreobiTobis  

gacnobierebis safuZvelze.  

interaqciuli paradigma  eTnikurobas ganixilavs dixotomiuri 

sqemis – „Cven“-„isini“ doneze, anu eTnikuroba jgufuri maxasiaTebelia, 

romelic vlindeba „Cvenis“ „sxvasTan“ SedarebiT. am dros mniSvnelovan  

Semadgenlebad moiazreba kulturuli sxvaobebi, romelic mniSvnelovnad, 

Rirebulad da socialurad relevanturad aRiqmeba.  

swored am konteqstSi gvinda ganvixiloT Sua saukuneebis qarTul 

istoriul wyaroebSi asaxuli warmodgenebi/mosazrebebi  qarTvelTa, 

rogorc eTnikuri erTobis, Sesaxeb da ganvsazRvroT eTnikurobis romel 

paradigmas Seesabameba es markerebi ZiriTadad.  

winaswari hipoTeza sakiTxTan dakavSirebiT aseTia: 

identobis markerebi, romelic Sua saukuneebis qarTuli naratiuli  

wyaroebis mixedviT mniSvnelovnad miiCneva qarTvelis eTnikuri 



kuTvnilebis gansazRvrisTvis, upiratesad, eTnikurobis atribuciuli da 

subieqtur/simboluri paradigmebis gadakveTas unda warmoadgendes, 

Tumca,  SesaZloa, gamoikveTos  romelime erT-erTi paradigmis 

upiratesoba da/an aRmoCndes, rom Sua saukuneebis qarTvelTa warmodgena 

eTnikur kuTvnilebasTan dakavSirebiT praqtikulad esadageba 

eTnikurobis gamovlenis samive paradigmas da epoqisa  da politikuri 

situaciis gaTvaliswinebiT prioritetul paradigmaTa cvalebadobis 

tendencia axasiaTebs. 

„qarTvelTa cxovreba“ ara mxolod mdidar masalas gvawvdis adre 

da ganviTarebuli Sua saukuneebis qarTuli sazogadoebis warmodgenis 

Sesaxeb erovnuloba/eTnikurobaze, aramed mTel koncefcias gvTavazobs 

amis Taobaze. am koncefciis Tanaxmad, qarTvelis eTnokulturul saxes 

Semdegi komponentebi qmnian: saerTo warmomavloba, saerTo ena da 

teritoria (sazRvrebi), rjuli (religia) da saerTo istoriuli warsuli 

(istoriuli mexsiereba).  

saerTo warmomavloba 

„qarTvelTa cxovrebis“ mixedviT, saerTo warmomavlobaSi jer 

Targamosianoba, anu Targamosidan warmomavloba, Semdeg ki 

qarTlosianoba, anu qarTlosidan warmomavloba igulisxmeba. qarTlosis 

STamomavali yvela qarTvelia. Sesabamisad, erovnuli identoba saerTo 

warmomavlobas, anu sisxlismier naTesaobas efuZneba. amis aRsaniSnavad 

Txzuleba specialur terminsac gvTavazobs, rac qarTvelTa swored 

qarTlosidan warmomavlobas, anu maT sisxlismier naTesaobas gamokveTs - 

„qarTvelTa naTesavi“, „naTesaviT qarTveli“. am niSniT qarTlosianebi 

gansxvavdebian sxva „naTesavisagan“: magaliTad, „naTesaviT ovsisagan“, 

„naTesaviT sparsTgan“. 

imavdroulad, yvela qarTveli rodia qarTlosis STamomavali. 

„naTesaviT qarTveli“-sagan da qarTlosianisagan gansxvavebiT, sadac wina 

planze swored sisxlismieri naTesaobaa wamoweuli, saxelwodeba 

„qarTveli“ ufro sadaurobas usvamda xazs. is bevrad ufro farTo 



Sinaarsis matarebelia, vidre, ubralod, erTi modgmis erToba - qarTveli 

qarTlis, rogorc saxelmwifos, mkvidrs aRniSnavs, ganurCevlad 

„naTesaobisa“, Tumca masSi „qarTlosianic“ igulisxmeba (berZeniSvili 

1975: 253-269, 377-382). 

ase magaliTad, qarTlis moqcevis Sesaxeb TxrobaSi naTqvamia: „iqna 

glova da wuxili huriaTa zeda qarTuelTa, mcxeTelTa mkჳdrTa“ 

(„qarTlis cxovreba“ 1955: 44). 

SeiZleba iTqvas, rom, „qarTueli“, rogorc eTnikuri identobis 

aRmniSvneli saxeli, imTaviTve  sinTezuri Sinaarsis matarebeli iyo da 

gulisxmobda rogorc erTi saxelmwifos moqalaqeobas, qveSevrdomobas, 

ise erTi biologiuri winapridan savaraudo warmomavlobas, rac 

naTesaobis iluziur SegrZnebas qmnida. aqve unda aRiniSnos, rom zogadad 

miRebuli mosazrebis Tanaxmad, erTianobis gancdis CamoyalibebaSi   

mniSvneloba ara aqvs „Cven“ jgufSi Semavali adamianebis  

gamaerTianebeli naTesaoba realuria Tu warmosaxviTi.  

amasTan, saintereso da sruliad Tanamedroved JReradia 

„qarTvelTa cxovrebis“ Tvalsazrisi imis Sesaxeb, ramdenad  sasurveli 

da  mizanSewonilia ucxo warmoSobis eTnikuri Temebis saqarTveloSi 

mosvla – dasaxleba. mematiane  Tvlis da,  savaraudod, es misi kerZo 

mosazreba ki ara, mmarTveli elitis poziciac unda iyos, rom, Tu 

ucxotomelebi loialurni arian qarTuli sazogadoebis, misi enis, 

sarwmunoebis, adaT-Cvevebis mimarT da araTu ar ewinaaRmdegebian 

qarTvelTa saxelmwifoebriv interesebs, aramed, piriqiT, qarTuli 

saxelmwifoebriobis sakeTildReod moqmedeben, maTi  dasaxleba 

saqarTveloSi friad saxarbieloa, radgan maTi mosvla 

amravalricxovnebs da, Sesabamisad, aZlierebs qarTul sazogadoebas da 

saxelmwifos  ucxo mterTan brZolaSi. samagaliTod SeiZleba moviyvanoT 

sparsTagan devnili Turqebis Sesaxeb moTxroba, romlebic „qarTvelTa 

cxovrebis“ mixedviT qarTvelebma „SemweobisaTvis daimegobrnes ... da 

ganiyvanes yovelTa qalaqTa Sina da iyvnes ese nebismyofel erTmanerTis. 



moilodines mosvlasa sparsTasa, amagrebdes cixeTa da qalaqTa. mas Jamsa 

Sina sadaca vin movidis saberZneTiT, gina asuriT otebulni, gina 

xazareTiT, yovelnive daimegobrnian qarTvelTa SemweobisaTvis sparsTa 

zeda“. 

 

teritoria 

„qarTvelTa cxovrebis“ mixedviT, eris, xalxis arsebobisaTvis erT-

erTi mTavari piroba erTiani teritoriaa, Sesabamisad, Txzuleba did 

mniSvnelobas aniWebs qarTvelTa gansaxlebis sazRvrebis Cvenebas da, 

unda aRiniSnos, rom is, SeiZleba iTqvas, erTaderTi Zeglia, romelic 

bibliuri Targamosisa da misi modgmis saerTo sazRvrebs sruliad 

konkretulad moxazavs: „aRmosavleTiT zRva gurgenisa (kaspiis zRva), 

dasavliT zRva pontosa (Savi zRva) da samxriT zRva oreTisa (xmelTaSua 

zRva) da CrdiloT mTa kavkasia“ - rac kavkasionis qedsa da  sam: 

xmelTaSua, kaspiis da Sav zRvebs Soris teritorias gulisxmobs. 

TargamosianTa gansaxlebis sazRvrebis moxazvisas mematianis es 

Tavdajerebuloba ganapiroba iman, rom man Targamosis teritoria im 

saxelmwifoebis teritoriebis erTobad warmoidgina, romelTa 

saxelebisagan berZnuli sufiqsis „os“ damatebiT Targam-osis savaraudo  

rva Svilis saxeli awarmoa: haosi, qarTlosi, egrosi da a. S.  da, 

sabolood,  CrdiloeT kavkasiis dasavleT nawilSi mcxovrebi xalxebi 

gaaerTiana erTi saxelis kavkas-is qveS.   

Targamosis modgmis gansaxlebis erTiani sazRvrebis moxazvis 

Semdeg, „cxovreba qarTvelTa mefeTasaTa pirvelTaganTa mamaTa da 

naTesavTa“ cal-calke moxazavs Targamosis rvave „Svilis“ – „Zmebis“ 

qveynebis sazRvrebs, rac, rogorc ukve aRvniSneT, sxva araferia, Tu ara 

mis dros arsebuli qarTlis samefos sazRvrebi da qarTlis samefos 

irgvliv mematianis periodSi myofi mezobeli saxelmwifoebis Tu 

politikuri warmonaqmnebis sazRvrebi. 

ena 



qarTvelebs „sxvebisagan“ qarTuli enac ganasxvavebs. „qarTvelTa 

cxovreba“ enis warmoSobis or Teorias icnobs da iziarebs. pirveli 

Teoria bibliur babilonis godolis dangrevas ukavSirdeba, rodesac, 

bibliis Tanaxmad, RmerTis nebiT, erT enaze mosaubre kacobrioba 

myisierad mravalenovani gaxda. meore Teoria ki, piriqiT, ukve daSlili 

sxvadasxva enis Serevis Sedegad axali qarTuli enis aRmocenebas 

gvisabuTebs. 

„qarTvelTa cxovrebis“ mixedviT, ena, sazogadodj, da maT Soris 

qarTulic, ganviTarebis ramdenime safexurs gadis: pirveli safexuri misi 

warmoSobaa, meore - saxelmwifos sazRvrebSi misi sayovelTaod 

ganvrcoba, mesame da umaRlesi safexuri ki mwignobrobis mqone enad 

qcevaa. qarTuli enis ganviTarebis am mesame umaRles safexurze asvlas 

Txzuleba qarTlis saxelmwifos fuZemdebelsa da mis pirvel mefe 

farnavazs miawers, romelmac mematianis sityviT: „ganavrco ena qarTuli 

... da Seqmna mwignobroba qarTuli“ („qarTlis cxovreba“ 1855: 23). imis 

asaxsnelad, Tu rogor warmoiSva uSualod qarTuli ena,  „qarTvelTa 

cxovreba“ Tavis friad originalur msjelobas gvTavazobs: qarTlSi 

somxurad mosaubre qarTlosianebis (qarTvelebis) gverdiT ZvelTaganve 

saxlobdnen sxvadasxva istoriul periodebSi damkvidrebul „ucxo 

naTesavTa“: asurelTa, TurqTa, xazarTa, ebraelTa ... memkvidreebi da am 

yvela „naTesavTa“ enebis SereviT warmoiSva qarTuli ena.  

XI saukunis bolosa da XII saukunis I naxevris saqarTveloSi am 

mosazrebas  pirdapiri da sworad gaTvlili sazogadoebriv-politikuri 

JReradobac hqonda: is qarTul sazogadoebas STaagonebda, rom 

„qarTueli“ rogorc „naTesaviT qarTuelTa“, ise saqarTveloSi 

damkvidrebul sxva „naTesavTa“ Serwymis Sedegia da, Sesabamisad, XII 

saukunis I naxevrisaTvis, rodesac saqarTvelo, kavkasiis gamaerTianebel 

monarqiad qcevis paralelurad, mravaleTnikuric gaxda, am mxriv 

gansakuTrebuli araferi momxdara anu  polieTnikuroba da, Sesabamisad, 

amiT gamyarebuli qarTuli politikuri mmarTvelobis survili Tu 



ambicia kavkasiis gamaerTianebel Zalad swored saqarTvelos qcevisa, 

savsebiT bunebrivia. 

sarwmunoeba 

„qarTvelTa cxovrebis“ mixedviT, qarTvelis, iseve,  rogorc, 

zogadad, nebismieri xalxis,  arsebobis aucilebeli piroba religiis anu 

rjulis erTobaa.  

Txzulebis mixedviT, religia – mamaTa rjuli erisa da 

saxelmwifos umniSvnelovanesi atributi da misi mdgradobis garantia. 

amitomac rjulis Secvla, mamaTa rjulis Ralati erTaderTi SemTxvevaa, 

rodesac „qarTvelTa cxovreba“ qveSevrdomebis mier mefis mokvlasac ki 

amarTlebs. amas naTlad adasturebs „qarTvelTa cxovrebis“ is pasaJi, 

romelic mefe farnajomis winaaRmdeg SeTqmulebas da mis sikvdiliT 

dasjas exeba.  

rodesac farnajomis Svili taxtis dasabruneblad qarTlSi modis, 

is Semdegi sityviT mimarTavs samefos im mesveurebsa da sagvareuloebis 

Tavkacebs, romlebmac Tavis droze mamamisi rjulis Secvlis gamo 

mokles: „samarTlad moikla mama Cemi, rameTu ver keTilad ipyra sjuli 

mamaTa TquenTa“. Tumca, unda aRiniSnos isic, rom, rogorc Cans, 

mematianisTvis mamaTa rjulisadmi erTgulebaze msjelobisas,  religiur 

komponentze ufro mniSvnelovani am niadagze Camoyalibebuli 

erTianobis/naTesaobis gancdaa anu religiuri erTianoba eTnikuri 

integraciis erT-erT efeqtur instrumentadaa gaazrebuli da, erTi 

mxriv, „Cven“ jgufisadmi mikuTvnebulobis simyares ganapirobebs, xolo, 

meore mxriv, gamokveTs gansxvavebas „sxva“, „ucxo“ eTnikuri jgufisgan. 

amis dasturad gamodgeba matianis msjeloba religiurobis da 

sulierebis ganviTarebis safexurebis Sesaxeb,  kerZod,  pasaJi, romelic 

exeba Targamosisa da qarTlosis Semdgom periods. miuxedavad mematianis 

xazgasmisa, rom qristianoba sulierebisa da religiis umaRlesi 

safexuria, mcxeTosis gardacvalebis Semdgom epoqaze Txrobisas igi 

ambobs: qarTlosis Zis, mcxeTosis gardacvalebis Semdgom gamefebuli 



areulobisa da urTierTbrZolisa da qiSpis epoqaSi, qarTlosis modgmam 

daiviwya RmerTi dambadebeli da daeSva sulierebis ganviTarebis ufro 

dabal safexurze – „iqmnes msaxur mzisa da mTovarisa da varskulavTa 

xuTTa“, magram isini mainc darCnen  myar eTnikur erTobad, radgan 

warsulisagan maT erTi gamaerTianebeli ram SemorCaT: „mtkice da 

ufrosi saficari maTi iyo saflavi qarTlosisi“. es iyo swored is 

safuZveli, rac qarTlosianebs kvlavac erT eTnosad kravda. 

 

istoriuli mexsiereba 

 kidev erTi komponenti, romelic gvaZlevs safuZvels  „qarTvelTa 

cxovreba“-Si dafiqsirebuli identobis markerebi upiratesad 

eTnikurobis gamovlenis atribuciul paradigmas mivakuTvnoT, aris 

matianis msjeloba saerTo warsulis anu istoriuli mexsierebis 

mniSvnelobaze. „qarTvelTa cxovreba“ am TvalsazrisiT ZiriTad aqcents 

akeTebs calkeuli teritoriebis miReba/mopovebis mizniT 

ganxorcielebul brZolebze, SeTanxmebebze, politikur miRwevebsa da 

daTmobebze, rogorc saerTo warsulze. MmagaliTad, vaxtang gorgaslis 

mefobis pirveli wlebis aRweraSi naTqvamia: „masve Jamsa gamovides 

berZenni afxazeTiT, rameTu berZenTa hqonda egris wyals quemoTi kerZi 

yoveli, da daipyres egris wyliTgan vidre cixe-gojadmde. maSin iqmna 

glova da wuxili yovelTa zeda qarTvelTa da ityodes: „ganvamravleT 

codva RvTisa mimarT,.... moawia RmerTma Cvenzeda ese risxva, rameTu .... 

migviRo Cuen sazRuari berZenTagan, viTarca miuRo varaz-baqars mefesa 

klarjeTi“;  qarTlis moqcevisadmi miZRvnil nawilSi vaxtang gorgasali 

ambobs:  „mamaTa CvenTa dafarulad epyra wigni ese [nebroTisi], ... amis 

mier Seiwynara mamaman Cvenma mirian saxareba qristesi ninos mier“ an, 

arabi asimi arCils mimarTavs: „Svili xar didTa mefeTa xuasroanTa“ da 

sxva. es yvelaferi aerTianebs qarTvelebs da maTi naTesaobisa da 

erTianobis gancdas kidev ufro xelSesaxebs xdis.                                 



daskvnis saxiT SeiZleba iTqvas, rom „qarTvelTa cxovreba“-Si 

dafiqsirebuli, qarTvelTa eTnikur identobasTan dakavSirebuli 

markerebis analizi praqtikulad srulad adasturebs Cven mier 

gamoTqmul hipoTezas eTnikurobis gamovlenis samive paradigmasTan maTi  

savaraudo Tanxvedris Sesaxeb da kidev erTxel  xazgasmiT warmoaCens 

Sua saukuneebis am umniSvnelovanesi istoriuli wyaros avtoris 

politikurad  mizanmimarTul da erTiani/centralizebuli saxelmwifos 

SenarCuneba/ganviTarebis perspeqtivaze gaTvlil, mecnierulad sakmaod 

myarad argumentirebul xedvas im aucilebeli winapirobebis Sesaxeb, 

ramac unda Seuqmnas garkveul teritoriaze mcxovreb, eTnikurad 

SeiZleba aramonaTesave  mosaxleobas erTianobis, „Cven“ jgufisadmi 

mikuTvnebulobisa da am jgufis kulturis, tradiciebisa da 

Rirebulebebisadmi mkafio  loialurobis safuZveli. 
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Identity Markers in the Georgian Narrative Sources of the Middle Ages 

(Historico-Anthropological Analysis) 

Summary 

 

The paper deals with the issue of revealing the identity defining markers in the Georgian narrative 

sources of the Middle Ages (“The Life of Georgians”). It also highlights the main characteristics 

considered to be important according to the Georgian historical material from the point of view of 

determining “We-Group” and identifying the distinction of one ethnicity from the others. 

 Identity markers, which (according to the Georgian medieval narrative sources) are considered to 

be significant for defining the ethnicity of Georgians, are viewed in the intersection of three main 

paradigms of ethnicity: 

✓ Attributive (as the quality of a group) – ethnicity is viewed in the aspect of demonstration of the 

cultural qualities creating the basis for the formation of unity (language, ethnonym, historic 

memory, peculiarities of tangible culture, rituals, behavioral patterns, etc.); 

✓ Subjective-symbolic (ethnicity as an ethnic identity) – ethnicity is viewed by an individual in 

the aspect of the sense of belonging to a certain (reference) group; 

✓ Interactive (ethnicity as intergroup relations) – views ethnicity at the level of dichotomic 

scheme “we” – “they”, i.e. ethnicity is a group characteristic demonstrated by comparing “ours” 

with “non-ours”. 

A preliminary hypothesis concerning the issue can be developed this way: 

Identity markers, which according to the Georgian medieval narrative sources are considered to 

be significant for defining the ethnicity of Georgians, should primarily represent an intersection of 

attributive and subjective/symbolic paradigms of ethnicity; however, the advantage of one of the 

paradigms may be outlined and/or it may appear that the idea of medieval Georgians concerning ethnic 

belonging practically corresponds to all the three paradigms of demonstration of ethnicity and is marked 

by the tendency of variability of dominant paradigms considering the epoch and the political situation.  

"The Life of Georgians" offers the whole concept regarding nationality/ethnicity. Acording to this 

concept, the ethno-cultural image of a Georgian individual comprises the following components: common 

origin, common language and territory (borders), confession (religion) and common historic past (historic 

memory). 

According to "The Life of Georgians", common origin implies origination first from Targamos, 

and afterwards from Kartlos. All the descendants of Kartlos are Georgians. Therefore, national identity is 



based on common origin, i.e. blood relations. At the same time, the name "Georgian" accentuated the 

place of origin. It has a much wider context than just a unity of one family. 

One of the main preconditions for the nation’s/people’s existence is a unified territory and 

therefore, the work attaches great importance to showing the borders of settlement of Georgians. 

Georgians also differ from "others" by the Georgian language. According to "The Life of 

Georgians", language in general, and specifically the Georgian language, undergoes several steps of 

development: the first step is its origin, the second – its universal spread within the state borders, the third 

and the highest step is its transformation into the language of education. 

The necessary precondition for the existence of Georgians, as well as any people in general, is the 

unity of religion, i.e. confession. According to the work, religion – confession of ancestors is one of the 

most significant attributes of the nation and state and the guarantee of its sustainability. 

One more component of the identification of ethnicity is the chronicler’s discussion about the 

significance of the common past, i.e. historic memory. In this regard, "The Life of Georgians" mainly 

focuses on the fights, agreements, political achievements and compromises related to acquiring/gaining 

separate territories. The mentioned phenomena are considered to be the common past. According to the 

chronicler, all these factors unite the Georgians and make the sense of the past as well as the sense of their 

relationship and unity more tangible. 

The analysis of the markers related to the ethnic identity of Georgians observed in "The Life of 

Georgians" practically fully confirms the hypothesis presented by us about a possible correspondence of 

the mentioned markers with all the three paradigms of identification of ethnicity. The mentioned analysis 

demonstrates the scientifically justified opinion of the author of this most significant historical source of 

the medieval period. Considering all the necessary preconditions, the mentioned opinion is politically 

determined and focused on the perspective of preservation/development of a unified/centralized state. For 

the population residing on a certain territory, but not necessarily related ethnically, these preconditions 

should create the basis for firm loyalty to the unity, belonging to the “We-Group”as well as culture, 

traditions and values of this group. 



 


